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of these people and arbitrate ? Yusuf and Mathias,
each of you should bring all the papers you have
to prove your contentions and hand them over
once for all to the Cadi. You should not say later
that you forgot to hand over this or that paper.
Put all your papers into this bag, I shall seal the
bag and then the Cadi will go through them and
give his decision. Do you agree ?" Mathias
agreed, Fazl Beig was known to be as impartial
as the Shah himself. No other Judge was held
in as high esteem as he. Yusuf of course agreed.
Both sides brought their papers and put them all
into a bag in the presence of the Shah and locked
it. The Shah put his seal on the locks and
handed over the bag to the Judge. Some days
later, the Judge gave his decision and it went
against Mathias. Mathias did not accept the
decision and had approached the Shah in appeal.
The appeal was to "be heard today and it had
been announced that the Shah was holding his
court in the Royal Hall of Justice and the people
had gathered in numbers.
As the people were talking miscellaneously
about the dispute, the Shah arrived and took his
seat. The whole assemblage bent in homage to
him. The Shah accepted the greeting, returned
the courtesy due to persons of each status, asked